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From information and support to research or campaigning, volunteers are helping find a cure and improve life for everyone affected by Parkinson's.

Volunteer Role Description
Volunteer role
	Patient and Public Involvement (PPI) Research Volunteer


Location
	Varied, flexible with some face to face opportunities, but mostly from home


Anticipated time commitment 
	Flexible, you can do as little or as much as you choose


What the role involves
	Patient and Public Involvement Volunteers work alongside researchers to design and shape Parkinson's research. We know the involvement of people with Parkinson’s improves the quality and relevance of research into the condition.
You could support researchers to:
· Identify important research questions

· Write a grant application or applications for ethical approvals

· Create patient communications such as information sheets and consent form
· Design a research study protocol

· Develop strategies for recruiting participants to a study and advise on the best way to retain participants

· Disseminate the results of a study



What you could get out of volunteering

	· The chance to work side by side with researchers and shape research which could improve the lives of people affected by Parkinson’s

· Connect with other people interested in Parkinson’s research

· Become part of our Research Support Network (RSN) – you’ll receive information about Parkinson’s research, opportunities to take part in research and the chance to attend research events



What we’re looking for and why

	· An understanding of Parkinson’s and the day to day challenges of living with the condition 
· Good computer skills and an email address 
· An understanding of and a commitment to the aims and values of   

 Parkinson’s UK

· Conscientious and honest, you’ll appreciate the need for confidentiality in the research application process 
· You may be asked to sign a data protection and confidentiality agreement

· Experience of participating in or helping to shape research is preferable



Training and support provided

	The volunteer induction has everything you need to know about volunteering with Parkinson’s UK and the support and resources available for you. This vital information can be taken at your own pace on our website: www.parkinsons.org.uk/volunteer. You can also ask your staff contact for a hard copy.
Home-based patient and public involvement training is also on offer, which aims to give you a good understanding of Parkinson’s research and how you can work with researchers in this role.

Following the home-based training,  volunteers also have the opportunity to attend an optional video conference (via Skype) to meet Parkinson’s UK staff members, connect with other new volunteers and ask questions about the training and role. 
A contact in the Parkinson's UK research team will also support you in your role.  


Volunteer expenses
We believe that no Parkinson’s UK volunteer should find themselves out of pocket because of expenses incurred when carrying out their volunteering activities on our behalf. As a volunteer you can claim out-of-pocket expenses in line with Parkinson’s UK’s Volunteer Expenses Policy.

Have you any questions?

If you would like some more information or have any questions about this role, please contact the Volunteering team on volunteering@parkinsons.org.uk or telephone 020 7963 9328. You can also visit our website parkinsons.org.uk/volunteer. 

Thank you for your interest in volunteering as part of our team!
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