NEWS RELEASE





[DATE OF RELEASE]

[TOWN] [MAN / WOMAN] PARTIES FOR PARKINSON’S!
Parkinson’s UK – the support and research charity - is passionate about finding a cure and improving life for everyone affected by Parkinson’s. 

[FULL NAME], [AGE], raised £[AMOUNT] for the charity on [DATE] when she held a Party for Parkinson’s at [VENUE] in [TOWN]. 
[FIRST NAME], [CONNECTION TO PARKINSON’S], opened his/her doors to the people of [TOWN] for a High Tea, to raise awareness of the condition, and money for the charity. [NUMBER OF PEOPLE] people from [HIS / HER] community paid £[AMOUNT] each to eat home-made cakes, eat cucumber sandwiches and of course, drink lots of tea! [AMEND TO FIT YOUR EVENT]
[FIRST NAME], said: “[INSERT QUOTE ABOUT CONNECTION TO PARKINSON’S, YOUR EVENT AND WHY YOU SUPPORT PARKINSON’S UK].”

Paul Jackson-Clark, Director of Fundraising at Parkinson’s UK, said: “Holding a Party for Parkinson’s is a fun and easy way to raise vital funds to support our work. 
“As the UK’s Parkinson’s support and research charity we’re leading the work to find a cure, and we’re closer than ever. But our work is totally dependent on donations.
“We are incredibly grateful to [FIRST NAME], for his/her support and I hope their success will encourage others to Party for Parkinson’s too”.

To order your free Party for Parkinson’s fundraising pack please contact the Events team on 020 7963 9319 or email party@parkinsons.org.uk
For information and support call the Parkinson’s UK free confidential helpline on 0808 800 0303 or visit parkinsons.org.uk. 

Parkinson’s UK is the new name for the Parkinson’s Disease Society of the United Kingdom.

ENDS

Media enquiries

Contact [FULL NAME] on [PHONE NUMBER] or [EMAIL].
Notes to editors

Every hour, someone in the UK is told they have Parkinson’s. Because we’re here, no one has to face Parkinson’s alone.

We bring people with Parkinson’s, their carers and families together via our network of local groups, our website and free confidential helpline. Specialist nurses, our supporters and staff provide information and training on every aspect of Parkinson’s.  

As the UK’s Parkinson’s support and research charity we’re leading the work to find a cure, and we’re closer than ever. We also campaign to change attitudes and demand better services. 

Our work is totally dependent on donations. Help us to find a cure and improve life for everyone affected by Parkinson’s.  
Promoting your Party for Parkinson’s!

A great way to get your Party for Parkinson’s noticed is to get it in the local media. You might want to publicise your event before it happens, to get more people to come, or afterwards, to tell people how much you raised and who came along.
Working with the media

Identify your local media and give them a call to find out who covers charity, health or community stories. Find out the deadline of the publication or programme. For weekly papers this can be up to two weeks before.

Make sure you have the details of your event before calling. Did you, or do you have any high profile people, such as a celebrity or the Mayor coming? What about someone with a personal connection to Parkinson’s to tell their story?
Follow your phone call with a press release to make sure the journalist has the right information and messages. 

Approaching journalists

Remember, don’t be nervous or intimidated, journalists need you as much as you need them – they have pages to fill.

Make sure your messages are clear: What is, or was exciting about your event, why should or did people get involved? How much money did you raise or are you hoping to raise and what is it for? 

Keep a log of which journalists you have spoken to, so you can be sure which media are aware of your event and what you have said to them. If it’s before the event, keep them updated about any changes or confirmed VIPs. If it’s after, follow up with photos of your event and a caption.

Preparing for interviews

Many people can feel daunted by the thought of being interviewed on radio or by a newspaper journalist, but with a little preparation you can feel confident and may even enjoy it!
Ask for a list of questions the journalist will ask you and prepare the messages that you want to get across.

If it’s a broadcast interview, find out if it’s live or pre-recorded and how long it will last. If it’s live, before it starts ask the interviewer what the first question will be. This will help to calm your nerves. 

Remember you’re the expert on Parkinson’s UK and your event. But if you don’t know the answer to a question, then tell them that and move onto what you want to talk about. 

For further help

If you have any questions or need any help regarding publicity for your fundraising event, contact Patrick Preston, on 020 7932 1317 or ppreston@parkinsons.org.uk
